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A CHANGE OF EDITORSHIP 

The founder and first editor of the Biblical World was William 
Rainey Harper. When illness compelled him to lay aside the 
task of editorial supervision, it was taken up in his name by one 
of his colleagues on the editorial staff, and in July, 1906, the latter 
definitely assumed the office of editor-in-chief. Whatever may 
have been the expectation of those who elected him, his own thought 
then was and ever since has been that the task then received as a 
sacred trust should be carried forward with all possible vigor and 
with all necessary adaptation to changing conditions, until it 
might be surrendered to one fitted, by native qualities, previous 
experience, and the necessary measure of freedom from other tasks, 
to carry forward with greater vigor and larger success the work 
which President Harper inaugurated. That time has now clearly 
arrived, and it is with peculiar satisfaction that he whose name 
appears for the last time on this issue of the Biblical World as 
editor-in-chief surrenders to another the chief editorial responsi- 
bility. With the issue of January, 191 3, Professor Shailer Mathews 
becomes the editor of the Biblical World, and the journal enters 
upon a new period of its history. 

Professor Mathews was graduated from Colby University in 
1884 and from the Newton Theological Institution in 1887. He 
came to the University of Chicago in 1894 as Associate Professor 
of New Testament History and Interpretation. He was made 
Junior Dean of the Divinity School in 1899, an( i on the death of 
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Dean Eri B. Hulbert in 1907 succeeded to his office. He was trans- 
ferred from the New Testament Department to that of Systematic 
Theology in 1904, becoming Professor of Historical Theology. On 
the establishment of the World To-Day in 1903 he became its editor 
and rapidly raised the magazine to a place of large and healthful 
influence in the life and thought of the country. On its removal 
to New York in 191 1, Mr. Mathews, though invited to continue 
as editor, preferred his work in the University, and accordingly 
resigned his editorship. 

Mr. Mathews' first book, Mediaeval Documents, was published 
while he was at Colby University. Since coming to the University 
of Chicago, he has published among others the following books: 
The Social Teaching of Jesus; A History of New Testament Times 
in Palestine; The French Revolution; The Messianic Hope in the 
New Testament; The Church and the Changing Order; The Social 
Gospel; The Gospel and the Modern Man. 

This partial list of Mr. Mathews' writings is sufficient evidence 
alike of his sound and broad scholarship, and of the exceptional 
breadth of his social interests. With a large knowledge of human 
history, with an especially intimate acquaintance with the history 
of the church and of Christian thought, with a sympathetic con- 
tact with the great modern movements for the betterment of the 
world and the advancement of Christianity, with a successful 
experience in the editing of a monthly magazine of wide circula- 
tion, with a ready and trenchant pen and a wide acquaintance 
with present-day writers, Mr. Mathews comes to the editorship 
of the Biblical World well fitted to make it as notable a force in 
dealing with the problems of the present hour as, in the days of 
President Harper's greatest vigor and influence, it was in relation 
to the questions then uppermost in Christian thought. 

In the early years of Dr. Harper's editorship the questions of 
biblical criticism, especially of the Old Testament, filled a large 
place in the thoughts of Christian thinkers in America and England, 
and the pages of the Old Testament Student reflect that fact. The 
problems of biblical criticism are not all solved, but not even those 
of the New Testament have today the acuteness which those of the 
Old Testament had between 1880 and 1890. The work done by 
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the Old Testament scholars of a generation ago was well done, 
and of far-reaching consequences. Men said, indeed, " This may- 
do for the Old Testament — the church will never accept it for the 
New Testament. " But they were mistaken. The problem was 
one, the solution was one, and in due time this fact was recognized. 
The right of investigation into all matters pertaining to the Bible, 
and the duty of accepting the results of such investigation having 
been established, Christian men have moved eagerly on into the 
region to which the door has thus been opened. There is no occa- 
sion to fight over again the battles of past generations; new situa- 
tions have created new tasks of surpassing interest and far-reaching 
importance. The center of interest has passed from the Old 
Testament to the New, and from the New Testament to the com- 
parison and relation of religions, to constructive Christian theology, 
to religious education, and to the expression of religion in various 
social and ethical activities. This tendency may, indeed, if carried 
too far, lead to neglect of biblical study, but in itself it is an inevi- 
table and not an undesirable result of the work done in the biblical 
field. 

If it would serve the church of today the Biblical World must 
not hark back to former tasks already accomplished, but while 
continuing to promote the intelligent and thorough study of the 
Bible, must address itself with eagerness to the problems of the 
present and the future. The progress already made in this direc- 
tion has not been unconscious or unintentional, but, though almost 
inevitable, also of deliberate purpose. With the change of editor- 
ship a further step will doubtless be taken in the same direction. 
Inheriting as a tradition from the days of the founder of the maga- 
zine a policy and habit of alertness to the problems of the hour, 
and of courage in dealing with them, Mr. Mathews will bring to his 
new task that breadth of vision and sympathy which were expressed 
in the name of the magazine of which he was formerly editor, the 
World To-Day. Though the change of editorship may not be 
marked by any change in the name of the magazine, the Biblical 
World will, in effect, become, even more than heretofore, the 
Religious World To-Day. 



